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15 July 2005

Dear Mr Painter

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT PLAN)
(ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 1999

BERKSHIRE STRUCTURE PLAN 2001- 2016

As you will be aware, on 21 March 2005, in the exercise of the powers conferred on
him by section 35A(1) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, the First
Secretary of State directed the Berkshire Structure Plan 2001-2016 ("the Plan”) be
submitted to him for his approval (“the Direction”).

| am directed by the First Secretary of State to inform the Joint Strategic Planning
Committee (JSPC), Joint Strategic Planning Unit (JSPU) and Berkshire Unitary
Authorities (“the Councils”) that in exercise of the powers conferred on him by
Section 35A of the Town and Country Planning Act, (“the 1990 Act") (as amended by
the Planning and Compensation Act 1991), the First Secretary of State hereby directs
that the Plan submitted to him in accordance with the Direction is approved.

In accordance with Section 35A(5), in considering the Plan the First Secretary of
State has taken account of objections made in accordance with the regulations and
any matters he thinks relevant whether or not they were taken into account in
preparing the Plan.

In accordance with Section 35A(7), the First Secretary of State considers it
appropriate to provide the following reasons for his decision:

There is a need for an up-to-date strategic planning framework to assist in the
delivery of the development needs of the communities of Berkshire. An up-to-date
Structure Plan will assist in this task pending the final approval of the Regional
Spatial Strategy for the South East.
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